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Staff Get ready, folks, and step onto the set! The greatest game show in Wheeling is coming
Rev. Jake Steele to Christ Church on Christmas Eve. “What’s in a Name?” is a zany and fun-filled piece
Pastor written by Sheree Mann, which features dynamic stage personality and gameshow host,
Bill Stephens Randy Dandy. Join him along with his co-host Hannah Light as they welcome three ec-
Choir Director centric contestants who will compete in a gut-busting quest for first place and the top
Stephanie Gates prize.
Children’s Choir Director . ' ‘ ‘ . ‘ ‘
Judith Allison In this particular episode, the gameshow is featuring a special Christmas-themed twist
where our contestants will be challenged to correctly define biblical words related to the
birth narrative of Jesus. Things fall apart quickly for our host and it doesn’t seem like
much of a competition when Cathy Chatsalot, Laura Lively and Samuel A. Smarty go
head-to-head. However, an accidental win in the end will definitely give the audience a
new way to define the word, “Emmanuel”.
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Communications

Jamie Lafferty You don’t want to miss this one! Gather your friends, your extended family members,
Nursery Attendant invite your neighbors and join us either at 4pm or 7pm for these Christmas Eve services
Ron Miller that will feature carols, candlelight, laughter, fun and a meaningful worship experience
Custodian for all ages. Also, please note an adjustment to our regular morning worship schedule
for that day: In lieu of our 8:30 am chapel service or 11:00 am worship in the main sanc-
tuary, we will have one combined worship service at 10:00 am in the sanctuary.

? M . We readily anticipate celebrating the birth of our Savior with you and many others as we
0 discover and rejoice over the power packed within the word, “Emmanuel” — God with us!”
Worship with us at 10:00 am for our regular combined service and then come back at
4pm or 7pm. See you there!

~Pastor yaka




The entire narrative arc of Advent—from the begin-
ning all the way Bethlehem and the birth therein —is
as if God is saying to a sleepy, stressed-out world,
“Get ready! I've got something in store. Something is
coming that I want you to experience and I guarantee
you it'll make you go, ‘O.M.G...

‘Oh. My. God.”

In so many words, everybody attached to the birth
narrative of Jesus said it at some juncture. Fact is, we
want to say it as well. All of us want to arrive at a
space spiritually that makes us go,

‘Oh. My. God.”

But to get there, God says,

“Open. My. Gift.”

And therein lies the challenge:

If ‘open’ was easy, everybody would do it.

But it’s not...and so we don’t. When we don’t remain
open (or at least obedient), here’s what happens: We
Often. Miss. God.

Bethlehem almost did. What about you?

This Advent season, which O.M.G. will you be?

If we want to be awed, we’ve got to be open!

Tune in! Join us!

O.M.G Series Schedule:

Week 1: Dec. 3" Luke 1: 5-25
Week 2: Dec. 10** Luke 1: 26-38
Week 3: Dec. 17t Luke 1: 39-56
Week 4: Dec. 24" Matt. 1:18-25

Week 5: Dec. 315t Luke 2: 1-20

Zechariah and Elizabeth; Mary and Joseph; the shep-
herds and the angels; the holy conversations and en-
counters that changed the landscape of life forever...
they seem so out of reach and other-worldly —too dis-
tant for us to digest in our day.

Right?

But, “pssst!” Let me let you in on a little secret:

Believe it or not, those accounts eerily parallel the
“everydayness” of our experiences and they beg to be
unpacked. How about opening them with us?

Contrary to what some may contend:
The sermon can’t say it all!

The precipitating events that literally gave way to the
birth of the gospel are deeply rich and relevant. The
word becomes even more enriching when it’s engaged
within community.

When’s the last time you were awed by the
Word because you were open to dialogue?

It’s time for a fresh take...and there’s no better
start than in a new year!

That's right! We're carrying the Christmas story into

the new year and we're creating a space not only for

conversation, but for fresh expressions of faith in our
modern context.

Starting on Jan 7th-28th from 5-6:30pm we’ll gather in
the family room for a small group study that'll re-
volve around the O.M.G. Sermon Series and corre-

sponding gospel texts. It'll be a perfect place to extend
dialogue, ask questions, glean additional information
and see life from new frames.

Attend in-person or join us on zoom!
More information will come soon!




Children’s Church
“Hands up, Hands on,
Hands out”

Children ranging from 4 years
through the 3rd grade are invited to
attend this program which will fol-
low “Children’s Moments” during
the 11:00 a.m. worship service. On
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month, Stephanie Gates, “Ms.
Steph”, will offer music at this time
to those children in Kindergarten
through the 5th grade.

We are seeking volunteers to help
with this program. A sign-up sheet
is located in the Narthex for you to
place your name.

December Collections

for the HOC

For the month of December, we will
be collecting paper towels, toilet
paper and canned fruit for the HOC
food pantry.

Because of the increase in new fam-
ilies they serve, they are also in
need of the following: cooking oil,
sugar, canned fruit, box meals,
and flour.

We would like to thank everyone
who donated items for the month of
November.

HOC Christmas Kids

Donations for the HOC Christmas
Kids are due at the church office
unwrapped by Sunday, December
10. If you like, you can include a
gift bag, wrapping paper, tissue pa-
per, etc. Please remember to in-
clude the tag you chose along with
your gift.

2024 Pledge Card

The finance committee kindly asks
that you return your 2024 pledge
card to the church office as soon as
possible.

Thank you

We would like to thank everyone
who purchased and/or made a dona-
tion to the t-shirt fundraiser. A total
of $911.00 was collected.

We would also like to thank every-
one who donated a shoebox/
shoeboxes for the Appalachian
Christmas Shoebox Project. A total
of 78 boxes were donated.

State Tax Credits
Available Through the
Gabriel Project

State income tax credits are now
available through the Gabriel Pro-
ject of WV. Donate $500 or more
and receive 50% of your donated
amount in tax credits. Individuals
as well as businesses may donate
for these credits offered through the
WYV Neighborhood Investment Pro-
gram (NIP).

Send your donation to: Gabriel
Project of West Virginia, PO Box
4663, Charleston, West Virginia
25364. Or donate online through
our secure website: gabrielwv.org.
For more information call the Ga-
briel Project at 304-205-5865 or
email: info@gabrielwv.org.

Help us give babies in low-income
families a healthy, safe start in life.
And make your donation work for

you with state tax credits from the
Gabriel Project. Credits are subject
to availability on a first-come, first-
served basis. Donate today!

2024 Flower Calendar

The 2024 calendar for altar flower
donations is now posted on the bul-
letin board in the Narthex. If you
would like to donate, please sign up
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Coftee Hour

For December 31, we are asking
everyone to bring in their leftover
Christmas cookies to share at Cof-
fee Hour.

UWIF Meeting

The UWIF (formerly UMW) will

meet on Monday, December 11 in
the Family Room. All women of
the church are invited to attend.
They will gather at 5:30 p.m. with
dinner at 6:00 p.m. Please bring a
covered dish to share and an item

for the auction.

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are always needed to
serve as liturgists, acolytes and ush-
ers. Please check the bulletin
boards and see where you can help.

If you would like to be an usher,
please see Lou Costanzo.

Children and Youth of the Church
Help Us Prepare por Christimad

Ms. Stephanie is preparing for the children and youth of the Church to

present a short program Sunday morning, December 24,
2023 at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. She will be
working with the children during Children’s Church on
Sunday, December 3rd, the 10th, and the 17th to prepare

for their presentation.

Please come and join Ms. Stephanie during Children’s
Church in preparing for the coming of Christmas.
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HDVEnT READING PLAN

Explore the tfrue meaning of Christmas as you

travel through God's Word. Discover God'’s
promises he fulfilled through the birth of His

only Son, the HI“G nF HInGs

8 Luke 1:18-22

John 3:16
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There seilLberio Sunday School on the 24™.




